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frankfurt Motor show
Dozens of new cars were launched, including 
the VW Up! city car, Hyundai’s all-new i30 and 
the sporty Jaguar C-X16 concept car. Read the 
Which? Car report at www.which.co.uk/fms 

nissan leaf tested
Nissan’s Leaf electric car has now been through 
the Which? Test Lab. It’s refined and running 
costs are low, but it can’t go 100 miles on a single 
charge. Read more at www.which.co.uk/leaf 

10,000 drivers with 12 points
DVLA data shows 10,072 people have escaped 
a driving ban, despite having 12 or more 
penalty points. Many of these drivers kept 
their licences by pleading extreme hardship.

Head-to-Head NeW KIA RIo vs FoRD FIesTA

Kia Rio

The Kia Rio is the latest credible 
contender to be launched by  
the Korean firm. It’s a five-door 
hatchback priced from £9,995,  
and a three-door version will  
go on sale in Spring 2012.

There’s a choice of 1.25 or 
1.4-litre petrol engines and 1.1 or 
1.4-litre diesels. The three-cylinder 
1.1 has claimed emissions of 85g/
km – the lowest emissions of any 
conventional- engined car to date. 
Kia also says it’s capable of 
88.3mpg – a claim we’ll test soon.

The car we drove in our initial 
test came loaded with features, 
including MP3 compatibility, 
air-con, all-round electric 
windows, electric heated door 

mirrors, electronic stability control, 
brake assist and hill start assist.

There are some compelling 
reasons to buy a Rio – sharp styling 
means it looks a world away from 
its humdrum predecessor and it’s 
good to drive. On the other hand, 
it’s not as satisfying as the Ford 
Fiesta and rear visibility is poor.  
But overall, it offers class-leading 
emissions and extremely low 
running costs.

It’s also backed by the industry’s 
longest new car warranty, and that 
means any faults it develops in the 
first seven years should be fixed 
free. You don’t get that with a Fiesta 
or VW Polo, both of which have 
only three-year warranties.

See our full first drive at  
www.which.co.uk/kiario. 

FoRd Fiesta

The Best Buy Ford Fiesta scored 
well for reliability in the 2011 Which? 
Car Survey and, unsurprisingly for 
the UK’s bestselling car, it’s 
impressive in many respects. It’s 
stylish, comfortable and great to 
drive, with a range of good engines 
and superb dynamics.

The £9,495 entry price is actually 
lower than the Rio, but basic models 
aren’t as well-equipped – MP3 
compatibility and DAB radio are 
common on most new models 
though. The Fiesta’s boot is smaller 
than the Rio’s but visibility is better 
(although still not perfect). The Ford 
feels more mature inside, too.

For full Which? test results go  
to www.which.co.uk/fordfiesta.

Kia Rio

Price (estimated) £9,995 to £14,895

Lowest Co2 emissions and car tax  
1.1 Ecodynamics diesel, free

Best fuel economy 88.3mpg (claimed)

Brand reliability Average

Not yet fully tested Results due early 2012

FoRd Fiesta 

Price £9,495 to £16,245

Lowest Co2 emissions and car tax  
1.6 diesel Econetic, free

Best fuel economy 62.8mpg (tested)

Model reliability w w w

Which? test score 82%

n  toyota yaris first 
drive report
The Toyota Yaris has long been  
a Which? favourite due to its 
excellent reliability. The new 
third-generation model has had  
a rakish redesign to make it more 
upmarket than its predecessors. 
Comfort in the front is good, and 
the classy interior has a large 
touchscreen multimedia system 
like those often seen in big 
executive saloons (see p52).  
A basic version of this neat piece of 
kit is free on mid-range TR models, 
and a satnav is a £500 upgrade.

Toyota has improved ride  
and handling by tweaking the 
suspension and electric power 
steering systems – but the sporty 
SR model is too hard-riding. Safety 
is better too, with seven airbags, 
electronic stability control and 
brake assist as standard.

Not everything is new though, 
as the same three engines (1.0 and 
1.33 petrol, and 1.4 diesel) are on 
offer. Economy has improved – the 
diesel has claimed fuel economy  
of 72.4mpg and CO2 emissions  
of 104g/km – but rival models are 
better in this respect. 

The Yaris is perfectly sized for 
city life, but equally at home on the 
motorway. Visibility is good, too.

It’s not perfect, though – it’s 
less practical than a Skoda Fabia  
or Honda Jazz, and expensive,  
at £12,260 for a mid-range 
model. Read the full review  
at www.which.co.uk/yaris. 

In BRIEf

 The body responsible for issuing car 
safety recalls in the UK has decided  

not to recall a range of Peugeot convertibles, 
following cases where owners claim seatbelt 
mechanisms have ‘exploded’. VOSA (the 
Vehicle and Operator Services Agency) says 
the issue is ‘not classed as a safety defect.’

Which? has learnt of four instances of this 
problem occurring during the past two years 
and affecting 307 CC models made in 2003 
and 2004. The owners say the incidents all 
happened in normal, low-speed driving, where 
the seatbelt pre-tensioners suddenly activated, 
accompanied by what they describe as a loud 
bang or explosion. They also say the rollover 
hoops deployed at the same time and the cars’ 
engines cut out and could not then be restarted. 

An independent engineer’s report, shown to 
Which?, found that water leaking into the 

■  High demand for small cars 
means lower depreciation. CAP 
research shows that used cars 
held their value better this 
summer than during the same 
period in 2010, with economical 
cars faring best. If you’re about  
to sell your car, check its value at 
www.which.co.uk/carvalue
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■  More proof of the popularity of 
smaller models came in August’s 
new car sales figures. Year-on-year 
sales were up for the first time in 13 
months – sales of superminis and 
city cars are up by 18%. Lower sales 
of luxury cars may make them more 
likely to be discounted though, so 
bargain hard if you’re buying one.

which? wants recall for

‘Exploding’  
 sEatbElts

electrical system appeared to cause the 
problem, which left at least two drivers  
with neck and back injuries.

The cases came to light after solicitors 
acting on behalf of 307 CC owners contacted 
Which?. Jerard Knott, a defective product 
expert with Fentons Solicitors LLP, said: 
‘Bearing in mind Peugeot has settled one  
claim and admitted liability in two more cases 
pending medical reports, I’m surprised  

AT leAsT Two 
peugeoT 307 CC 
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VOSA does not think the matter warrants 
further investigation. I hope that it takes 
another look at the facts, as we’re concerned 
someone may be seriously hurt.’

VOSA referred us to its Code of Practice  
on Vehicle Safety Defects and told us that  
‘a safety defect is defined as a feature  
of design or construction which is liable  
to cause significant risk of personal injury.’  
It stated that a safety defect ‘is an issue that 
happens suddenly and without warning.’ 
However, we found no reference to this 
statement in VOSA’s Code of Practice online. 

VOSA also said: ‘Peugeot’s investigation 
shows the issue in question was preceded  
by warnings from the car’s on-board warning 
systems and would therefore not be classed  
as a safety defect. A recall is not required 
where a safety defect is not evident.’ 

But only one owner recalled seeing a warning 
light, just seconds before the incident. Which? 
thinks the sudden nature of the 307 CC problem 
should warrant a recall on safety grounds, and 
will be meeting with VOSA to discuss the 
problem and the procedure for car safety recalls. 

In the meantime, Peugeot has agreed to pay 
for the repairs of at least three affected vehicles. 
A spokesman said that the company would 
stand by VOSA’s decision, whatever the ruling.

peugeot saYs
‘Whatever the ruling, we will 
stand by the decision of VosA 
as a recommended body 
acting on behalf of customers.’

WHiCH? saYs 
‘We believe the sudden and 
extreme nature of these 
incidents is clearly a threat to 
the safety of drivers and other 
road users. We think VosA 
and Peugeot must take 
responsible action and recall 
affected cars.’ If you’ve 
experienced this safety issue, 
email careditor@which.co.uk 


